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the current that Aurangzib's rear-guard was completely
cut off. Nine out of ten of those who tried to swim the
Krishna were drowned. The remainder stayed on the
further bank without food or shelter. They perished to a
man. Aurangzib and the bulk of the army reached
Wardhangad in safety. There the emperor, justly attribut-
ing the sufferings of his troops to the corruption and
treachery of his son, Azim Shah, relieved him of his com-
mand and appointed him governor of Ujjain. When the
rains had abated, the emperor led his army out of the
hills and camped at Khawaspur K on the banks of the Man
i*iver. There he sent for reinforcements from Burhanpur,
Bijapur, Haidarabad and Hindustan, But even at Khawas-
pur the unhappy Moghuls were not free from misfortune.
The rainfall at Khawaspur is, as a rule, light. But unluckily
in October 1700 the rains fell with unusual violence and
the Moghul camp was inundated by the sudden rise of a
torrent which passed close to it. Numbers of soldiers and
of transport cattle perished and the emperor, who was in
bed with a sore foot was with some difficulty rescuedf.

With senile obstinacy Aurangzib continued to besiege
the Maratha fortresses. His next objective was Panhala,
This fortress, as it will be remembered, had in spitJT'bf
Ghatge's gallant defence been taken by the. Moghuls and
afterwards recovered by Parashuram Trimbak. The
emperor once more laid siege to it. Dhanaji Jadav
harassed in the usual Maratha way the besieging army.
But Parashuram's tactics were now adopted by the com-
mandants of all the forts. After a two months' siege
during which the garrison inflicted as much loss as they
could on the investing army, they cut their way through
it and on the 28th May 1701 abandoned to the emperor
the empty fortress. In the same year the emperor won
the barren glory of retaking Chandan Wapdan, near
Satara. He met, however, a""more vigorous resistance

* Khawaspur is in the Shokpur district.
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